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Plankton Field Guide



Comes from the Greek word planktos, meaning ‘wanderer’ or ‘drifter’

e Plankton are organisms carried by tides and
currents. They cannot swim well enough

against these forces.

* Plankton cycle nutrients, regulate the Earth'’s

climate, and maintain the health of the ocean.




- ,‘ N
. ¥ " \‘ 3 ’

e Plant-like .' ’ e Animal-like
o Photosynthesize .‘ o Eats other organisms
for energy for energy
g _,
e Release oxygen into the e Meroplankton are plankton /3
water g for a part of their life \J
e Primary producers of the A o Ex.) Fish eggs, fish

aquatic food web larvae, crab megalops




CONSERVANCY

CQ

Zooplankton



Gl (o

CONSERVANCY

|

Meroplankton



-
w
=
<
>
&
w
%]
=
(=]
(%]

Phytoplankton
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A Species of Concern

Phytoplankton

domoic acid.




A Species of Concern

Phytoplankton

“red tides”
harmful algal blooms.




These species are sensitive to ocean acidification because they
use calcium carbonate (CaCO3) to build shells and skeletons:
it e Seasnails (pteropods and heteropods)
e Planktonic foraminifera
* Barnacle Cyprids

e Coccolithophores
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: Gephyrocapsa huxleyi

Calcidiscus leptoporus o n Syracosph.aera azureaplaneta
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