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Allison Regen Schumacher 
This ~cally mined actress, has em­
braced the emerging trend of vcnical 
films, rcccody filming "My Flash 
Hubby Billionaire• in China. Read her 
uniq~ story on page 28. 

Time Te.-ted Eats 
Mary c.old highlights so: loal resrm­
rum ~ by loal &milics offering 
their aadmooal bomr.made ffcipcs mat 
have S{()Oci me rat of wnc. &gc 36. 

LOCAL TRAVEL 

r ----r 

Local Reasons to Smile 
What to give readers for our 30th Anniversary? We live in paradise so we don't need much. 
The perfect gift is too big to wrap - it's all around us. The best present could be just that ... 
being present and so very grateful. Here are 30 reasons to do just that! Page 16. 

Mememory Lane 
.. The staff takes a short stroll through 

a few of the last three decades. 
See page 6. 

30 San Clementeans 
We're also shining light on 30 people who've helped shape San Clemente. 
From wave-chasing legends to civic game-changers, hometown heroes and 
history-makers, these locals helped put San Clemente on the map. Page 12. 

Historical Building Tour Tour 
The San Clemente Historical Society is hosting 
a Historical Tour to Celebrate San Clemente's 
original founding 
in 1925. More 
info on page 34. 

ISSUE 126 

INSIDE 

Scrapbook 
Local Events ............................. 4 

Feature 
Looking Back, SCJ Turns 30 ..... 6 

Community News 
30 Things to Love in sc .......... 16 

Business 
Gaining Capital in California .. 20 

Our Spare Change .................. 22 

Skylar & Skyler ...................... 23 

Taqueria Luna ........................ 24 

New Event: Restaurant Week .. 25 

San Clementean 
Allison Regen Schumacher .... 28 

Profile 
Gary Folgner - Coach House .. 30 

Community calendar 
Local Events ...................... 32-33 

SC Dining 
Local Restaurant Guide .... 35-39 
30 Years of Dining in sc .......... 36 

Beach Life 
Cansea ................................... 44 
New Mural on Del Mar .......... 45 

Beach Gaines ......................... 46 
Lifeguarding in Motion .......... 48 
Book Review, Greg Niemann .. 49 

Body Mind Spirit 
Summer Proof Your Hair ..... .SO 
Face by Stace ........................ 52 
Noble Path - Chatbots ........... .53 

Family 
~ I Love You (BJOO .".47 



Crystal Cove Conservancy 
An Amazing Coastal Treasu~e 

by Mary Colarik 

he captivating California coastline is 
840 miles long. Bays, inlets, coves, 
craggy cliffs and smooth sandy 

beaches enchant visitors year-round. Nestled 
between Laguna Beach and Ncwpon Beach an 
cxccptional cove, slightly hidden from the road, 
boasts a storied history beginning with Ac­
jachemen and Tongva Tribal Nations; ocean­
going peoples who eventually moved to one of 
the nearby missions in the 1700s. 

In 1864 James Irvine, a financier from San 
Francisco, purchased the cove from Jose Sepul­
veda, who had acquired the land thru a grant 
from the Mexican govemmenL Due to several 
complications over a twenty-year period, 
Sepulveda fell into dcbL Irvine and his partners 
intended to raise a huge herd of sheep and furn 
the land there, but the sheep soon succumbed 
to disease. James Irvine II, inherited the land 
upon his father's death who had bought out his 
partners before he passed. Irvine II incorpo­
rated the land holdings creating 'The Irvine 
C.Ompany.' He set up the ranch to produce dry 
crops of barley, oats, wheat and hay. 

Japanese Farmers 
In the 1920s the Irvine Ranch of Orange 

C.Ounty began leasing land to tenant fumers. 
Some of the original tenant farmers were 
Japanese American families, including Kcichi 
Yamashita, who like the Honda, Furukawa, 
Miyada and other Japanese farming families 
Jived in homes and barns that they built on the 
rich soil at Crystal C.Ove near the cast and west 
side of what is now the PCH. Their cultivated 
crops included celery, cucumber, squash, 
tomato, and green beans. The farmers sold 
their produce at little roadside stands to locals 
and tourists and the LA markets. 

In 19.34, the Japanese farmers built a 
Gukuen or Japanese school for their children 
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The 650-foot boardwalk was om: the first thing.r that was done as part of restoration. 

on the bluff above the cove. Although the par­
ents wanted their children to assimilate with 
their Caucasian classmates at the school in La­
guna Beach and learn the American way oflife, 

regulars were building tiny shelters and cot­
tages. Some families ordered 'kit' houses from 
catalogs co put together in the cove for summer 
vacationing and recreational activities. Rumor 

Preserved schoolhouse. Japanese tmant farmm built II Gu/rum or ]11p11nm school in 1934 to 
aq,ose their chiUrm to the Jap11nese culture. 

they still wanted to a:pose their children to cer­
tain aspects of the Japanese culture and lan­
guage, but the children mostly enjoyed playing 
in the sand, building items from discarded 
wood and frolicking in the waves. 

Today, the building is preserved in the His­
toric Distria of Crystal C.Ove. Tak Yamashita, 
Kcichi's son, returned to the cove in his 90s 
speaking ahout life in the early days on the 
propeny. There arc framed photos of him and 
his brothers as children in the 1930s hanging 
on the walls of the facility. 

Hollywood Comes Calling 
Not only wm the farmers busy working 

on this spectacular picc.c of land, James Irvine, 
II encouraged hu friends and company em­
ployees to tent camp along the ocean. Soon the 

has it chat Hollywood came calling right 
around the same time in the early 1900s -
there is an ongoing debate whether the cottage 
people or filmmakers were staking out their 
claim to the land first. There is documentation 
of an early commercial version of the movie, 
'TrtaSUCc Island' having been filmed at Crystal 
C.Ovc in 1917. The motion film producers 
planted palm uccs in the sand to create "a par­
adise of the south seas.• Slightly south of the 
cottages a cafc, auto camp and tent camp­
ground were established. 

By the lace 1930s there were 45 cottages in 
the cove. The Irvine Company renewed the 
leases to cove residenu who returned year after 
year. Beginning in 1939 the cottages could be 
painted, resurfaced, have a water heater or fix. 
rurc change, but no changes were allowed to 

the suuaural dimensions. Sadly, in 1942 al) the 
Japanese farmers were evacuated from their 
West c.oasc homes in this gorgcow location to 
an internment camp in Poston, Arizona, losing 
their homes and farms. None of chem returned 
after the war to farm the land. 

The '50s era was a true heyday for the 
Crystal C.Ove community, the families leasing 
cottages and beach tent campers, werc creating 
beautiful summer memories for second and 
third generations. Bcachgocn who made their 
way down the steep path to the cove could 
spend the day enjoying the secluded beach. The 
area offered basic amenities, including a snull 
restaurant, a score, and public restrooms. FJ 
Morro Beach Trailer Park eventually evolved 
into a permanent mobile home facility for sev­
eral families. 

Crystal Cove Spared 
From Development 

In the 1970s The Irvine Company wa.s 
making plans to develop a Riviera style coastal 
reson. However, concerned mounted about 
potential destruction of the historic commu­
nity. The Crystal Cove Historic District was 
designated and listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. In 1979, California Scace 
Parle purchased the land from The Irvine Com­
pany, permitting longstanding cottage tenants 
to remain for another 20 years; although most 

moved out by 1999, a few 'squatten' remained 
until forced to leave in 2001. El Morro Beach 
Trailer Park was dismantled and its residents 
evicted in 2006. Luckily, that spot is now a des­
ignated campground run by California State 
Parks. 

The Conservancy is Formed 
Laura Davick, whose parents built one of 

the cottages in the cove in 1937, is the founder 
of the Crystal Cove C.Onservancy, formerly 
Crystal C.Ove Alliance. There arc photos of her 
hanging out in front of the cottage in the early 
'60s. She was key to spearheading a group of 
concerned former residents and environmental 
groups to save the place from becoming a lincy, 
luxury rcson and preserving the incredible his­
tory of the propeny's buildings and conagcs, 
Since 2006 The California Seate Parks and the 
Crystal C.Ove C.Onscrvancy have worked in ~­
dcm to restore the 45 cottages that were built 
from 1926-1936. In 2006 the Beachcomber 
restaurant was erected in the sand providing an 
ideal destination bar and dining place near die 
cottages. . 

Cindy Otto, Director of Donor Rdaaons 
• • • hcrand invited me and my companion to JOlll 

her associate, Jess for the 'nickel tour' of the 
propeny in a four-seater golf cart. Ono who 
had a 32-ycar career in sales with Xerox feds 
she manifested this dream job at Crystal Cove. 
She lives one mile up the road and had waJktd 
the propeny for years. After retiring from 
Xerox she volunteered for three months, was 
hired part-time and for the last 10 years has 
been a full-time employee. 

The Cove Today cliff 
We started our tour at the cop of the k 

·ck loo at the check-in center and cook a qw .. 
inside the Japanese I..an0112ec School admillllS 

o-.. c· d inaneo· the glorious view from the cop. m Y 
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Ultilf/ Plllio. 

,ffl'.d chc golf cut down the mandcring hill, 
pming chc Pan Store and the Summer House 
( ... -hich bcmmcs the Holiday House in the late 
fall.) The Dirroor of Rcu.il doa an incrafible 
job S1oding chc shdvcs with cunteJ treasures 
- the window displays are dwming. Across 
from die rruil shops che Bachcomber Rouu-
1"2111 and Bu was hosting a livdy crowd on a 
Frxuy afumoon in orly June. Revenue amcd 
from the rona:ssions in the pan. including the 
Crysu! Cove Shae SW u the top on chc 
bluJT and the Bochcomber helps Rippon Crys­
ul Cove Su1e Pm and che whole ulifomia 
Su1e P3.rlu bndsapc:. 

We glancal at the cou~ga wt serve as 

Sd»ol iuis Joint o:pnimmJJ. 

Ono's offia: and the noublc gn:at comgc. 
which is me visitor caJ(CJ in the summer and 
is dcconceJ :ll Ouismustime for hol.id:iy fes­
tivities. Cindy pointed out Comgc 12 whac 
founda David: grew up, apbioing mu all the 
cowgcs were built in the van:icubr :irchica:­
runl style - "things found of the place. u the 
plac.e.• The 650-foot bcwdw:ilk w:is one the 
first things wt W2S done as p:irt of l'CSlontion 
requiring the approv:il of the ulifomia Coastal 
Commission and engincatd very spc:cifacilly 
10 prevent sand erosion and rising sea bds 
until 2050. 

Heading nonh we wett IJ'C2ted to a view 
of the last 17 cowgcs under rcstontion. As wc 

.. ' ' .. ' .,. 
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Hihnt tr11ils in ,he b1Ulmnm1ry. fillrd with M111111rd p'4nlJ. 

toured a couple of thac raxndy restored cot­
bga, wc lcamcd we all the bedding and sofas 
an: new, plumbing is cnmplctdy updateJ with 
new roileu, showers and bathtubs, and each 
oomgc !us newly insulleJ refrigerators. The 
da:nr is period perfca - the historian !us been 
meticulous JCratcbiog offbytts of paint to get 
down to the original color and discoming little 
numcxs about the original ownm; thin the ar­

penter's comgc is filleJ with tools and the 
u:acbcr s rcttcat lined with books giving a nod 
to prcrious ownas. In one of the cottages 
toured we notia:d the rurtains in the kitchen 
were 'period pcrfa:t' reminiscent of a grand­
modicrs home; the furnishings have been gen­
erously donated. 

Additionally, Comgc 120 on the Nonh 
beach has been dcsigrweJ as the fururc Coasal 
F.nginccriog Donn, a significant addition to 
Cryst2I Cow:'s eJuc:ational initiatives. Ona: 
restoration is oomplctc, chis cnmgc will scnc 
as overnight housing for students and rc­
scarchas participating in hands-on roasa.l en­
gineering and cnviroruncnw scicncr progmm. 
As a uy cnmponcot of Crystal Cow:'s growing 
STEM cduc:ation dfons, che Coastal F.nginccr­
ing Donn will provide immcrsivc learning op­
portunities focused on coastal rcsilicncc, climarc 
adapution, and environmcnw sustaimbility. 
This space will enable panicipants to aplorc 
ral-world challcngcs facing ulifomia's ooast­

linc whik staying within the historic district, 

fostering a deeper connection 10 the natural 
and built environment they aim 10 protect. 

After chcdcing out the beautifully restored 
cottages in North beach - only four more left 
to complete, we finisheJ up our rour at 1hc 
'Bcacbcs' Comgc (where scenes from the film 
swring Bew: Midlcr and Bamara Hershey were 
shot in 1988). This comgc is daignaceJ as the 
Film and Malia Coaag-c and Museum. A docent 
is in the building to offer additional insight. 
Posters line one wall depicting other fdms that 
bad scenes lilmc:d in the ironic location, includ­
ing. To Have to Have Not' starring uurcn Ba­
call and Humphrey Bogan, 'Herbie Rides Again' 
and 'Son ofTa.rzan.' This mcrnonblc place can 
also be rcnteJ for weddings, clambakes, luaus 
and private dinner panics wr arc booked 
through the Beachcomber rcsuunot. 

Crystal Cove is open to the public all yi:ar. 

If you an: ming a truly old-fashioned ger-aw.iy, 
apcricncing chc sound of mshing w.ivcs, cl,ccr­
ful squeals of delight and laughter, building 
sandcastles, playing beach games and lc:iping 
into the surf free from the distraction of mod­
cm-<lay ckaronia, this is your ideal spot! 0 

Ch«1t 11111 UN wtbsite, rrystakove.orgfor de­
llJiltd infomllltion about the cottages availabk 
for mu. inc/.,uJint time ADA acmsibk cottagrs, 
hislorial Jam 11nd sprcial evrnts. RnmNltio,u 
can Ix 1Nllk on mnwcalifamia.com six months 
in 1141/tlll«. 

Fa1nily Owned and Serving Southern California Since 1928 
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Available 24 hours. Serving all faith!i. Se Habla E~panol. 
We are a complete mortuary facility with a chapel and 
offer pre-need plan~ funded by insurance as well as 
out-of-state and international ~hipments. 
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I • Cremation 
• Aqua Cremation 
• Traditional Burial 

..,... • Pre-Planning to ea~e the burden 
~ on loved ones 

ll:1 
949-492-1717 www.lesneskin1ortuary.con1 640 S. El Ca1nino Real, San Clen1ente 
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