
JANUARY 2015

Crystal Cove Alliance is the nonprofit cooperating  
association dedicated to education, restoration and  

conservation within Crystal Cove State Park.  

BEHIND THE SCENES AT CRYSTAL COVE

Spotlight
THE COTTAGES CREW

THE CRYSTAL COVE BEACH COTTAGES TEAM STRIVES TO MAKE EVERY VISIT TO THE COTTAGES A FUN AND MEMORABLE STAY. 

More than 25,000 people spend the night 
at the cottages at Crystal Cove State Park 
each year. A stay in one of the cottages is 
a magical experience—one that immerses 
visitors into the rich history of the Cove 
with carefully restored decor and a wel-
coming community. Behind the scenes, 
there’s a team of people working tirelessly 
to make the magic happen. Meet a few 
of the people who help make every stay a 
memorable one. 

KENT AND JOY KNOBLOCK (PICTURED LEFT)
Kent and Joy, a husband and wife team, have worked at Crystal Cove 
since May 2006, a month before the cottages opened for overnight rental. 
“We are drawn to the Park’s natural beauty and unspoiled coastline,” 

they share. As a longtime employee, 
Joy is happy to divulge one of her favor-
ite secrets of the Cove: Walking on the 
beach at low tide often reveals old pot-
tery shards and multicolored sea glass, 
perfect for making unique pieces of 
jewelry and ornaments. 

CHRIS ALAN (PICTURED RIGHT)
Chris has manned the front desk at 
Crystal Cove Beach Cottages for one 

year. He shares that what he loves about working in the Park is creating 
the ultimate guest experience in the “quaint little colony by the shore.” 
He’s also known for his musical talent: “I do play the acoustic guitar for 
our guests in the evening hours when the time is appropriate,” he says. 
“I’ve also played at several fundraising events and weddings in the Park.” 

From the Field
PRESERVING THE PARK

THE CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS TEAM HELPS PROTECT CRYSTAL COVE’S NATURAL RESOURCES. 

As visitors walk through Crystal Cove State Park, 
what they might not know is that there’s a team 
of people dedicated to protecting and preserv-
ing the natural resources surrounding them. 
Environmental Scientist Lana Nguyen, with the 
California State Parks Orange Coast District, is one 
of those individuals—she serves as program man-
ager for the six parks in her district and oversees 
resource enhancement and restoration projects. 
She holds a multifaceted position, in which she also manages sensitive 
species in the Park, serves as trail coordinator, conducts research with 
universities, and acts as liaison for outside groups and agencies. 

Much of her work enhances the overall visitor experience: “We 
work hard to erase the effects of sheep and cattle grazing, horse 
stables and old roads, and agriculture in the park,” she says. “We 
work to restore ecosystem functions that have been lost due to these 

anthropomorphic impacts, usually starting with 
the soils and plants.”

Bringing in native plants is also in her scope 
of responsibilities, which will help draw insects 
and birds. “Native landscapes are much more 
beautiful to look at than hillsides of dead mustard 
and artichoke thistle, and draw in native animals, 
which can give the visitor an experience they 
might not otherwise have: a rare bird sighting, the 

glimpse of a bobcat on a trail, et cetera,” Lana adds. 
There’s much she enjoys about her job, but it all comes back to the 

incredible environment Crystal Cove provides. “I love working outdoors 
and working to restore degraded landscapes, creating a more beautiful 
experience for park users and providing better quality habitat for the local 
flora and fauna,” she says. “The State Parks’ mission … rings very true 
for me in my day to day work.”



Our partners are all in this 
together! For as little as $50, 
you can become a member 
of Crystal Cove Alliance. Our 
new program includes benefits 
such as discounts at The Park 
Interpretive Store, invitations 
to special events, a one-day 
parking pass, up to four shuttle 
passes, the CCA monthly 
newsletter and lots more. Don’t 
miss out—sign up today as a 
new member to be entered into 
a drawing for a two-night stay for 
two in a Crystal Cove cottage! 

Become a 
Member!

Then and Now
A WOMAN WITH A MISSION

A FORMER COVITE HAS TURNED HER LOVE FOR THE COVE INTO A LIFELONG JOURNEY. 

A little over two years ago, Schuyler Kirby—a 
California State Park peace officer lifeguard 
supervisor—was part of the team tapped to 
launch Crystal Cove’s first-ever junior lifeguard 
program. The six-week summer program has 
been met with incredible community sup-
port since its inception, providing high quality 
aquatic safety training, surf rescue, marine life studies, CPR, first aid 
and more to participants. 

Schuyler has played an instrumental role in advancing and grow-
ing the Crystal Cove State Park Junior Lifeguards program, all while 
ensuring that resource education and park protection remains 
in focus—something that sets this program apart from those on 
neighboring beaches. 

“We provide a higher instructor to student ratio than other local pro-
grams, which allows us to be more hands-on and do a wider variety of 

activities,” Schuyler explains. “We have a focus on 
resource protection and include education on both 
the aquatic side of our Park (MPA guidelines, tide 
pools, et cetera) and the backcountry.”

He developed the program based on depart-
ment policy and guidelines, but adapted it to fit the 
needs, goals and community of Crystal Cove State 

Park. In his current role, he supervises all the employees involved in the 
program and also assists with the administrative work. 

Under Schuyler’s direction, the program more than doubled after its 
first year. For its third summer in 2015, it’s expected to double again, 
operating out of the Muddy Creek area in addition to the normal opera-
tions out of Moro Beach.  

When asked what he enjoys most about working at the Park, the 
answer is an easy one for the seasoned lifeguard supervisor: “The team-
work and camaraderie I have with all the employees.”

Making a Difference
OCEAN ENTHUSIASM

LIFEGUARD SUPERVISOR SCHUYLER KIRBY HELPED LAUNCH A JUNIOR LIFEGUARD PROGRAM AT CRYSTAL COVE IN 2013. 

Eat and Drink
WHEELS ON THE BUS

THE BEACHCOMBER CAFÉ’S SHUTTLE DRIVERS ARE THE EYES AND EARS ON THE ROAD TO CRYSTAL COVE. 

DENNIS REYNOLDS
Dennis has been a 
shuttle driver for The 
Beachcomber Café for 
more than eight years. 
One of his favorite parts of 
the job is meeting people 
from all over the world who visit the park every 
year. As a longtime driver, he keeps his route 
exciting by reveling in the beauty of the Park’s 
nature. “You see a lot of wildlife going back 
and forth from the parking lot to the Historic 
District,” he says. “Many times on a clear 
day you can see pods of dolphins, or a whale 
spouting. In the parking lots, it’s fun to watch 
the squirrels and the occasional roadrunner 
darting around between cars.”

PEDRO CONCEPCION 
Pedro, a native of the 
Dominican Republic, 
makes sure every trip 
he makes down to 
the Park’s designated 
drop-off spot is filled 
with laughter. Also a longtime shuttle driver—
he’s held his job since the cafe opened in 
2006—Pedro is an expert at cracking jokes 
and making his passengers get excited about 
a day at the beach. One thing he enjoys is 
blowing the large brass bulb horn he carries 
on the shuttle. Everyone knows about the 
horn, he explains, not just shuttle guests, 
but also joggers, people in the crosswalk and 
people in their cars driving by. 

TOM ADAMS
The newest 
Beachcomber shuttle 
driver, Tom keeps the 
job fun by visiting with 
guests. “The thing I enjoy 
about the regulars is 
sharing just how special it is here at Crystal 
Cove,” he says. In the eight months he’s 
been on the job, he’s discovered that what 
he loves most is watching the majestic sun-
sets and seeing how much the children light 
up when they ride the bus. 

When Crystal Cove was in 
danger of being replaced by 
a luxury resort several years 
ago, one woman poured her 
heart and soul into saving 
the beloved SoCal landmark. 
Today, that woman—Laura 
Davick—is the founder and 
director of external affairs 
for Crystal Cove Alliance. 
She’s made it her mission to 
preserve and sustain the State Park and it’s oceanfront 
Historic District, a stretch of sandy shore she once 
called home. 

Laura’s memories of the Cove run deep: Her family 
had a beach house on the sand for 40 years, and her 
summer days and evenings were filled with potlucks 
and holiday celebrations. She laughingly shares stories 
of summer grunion runs and whipping up date shakes 
as a teenager working at The Shake Shack.

This passion gave her purpose when Crystal Cove 

was slated to become a 
luxury resort. She launched 
a campaign to preserve the 
Cove, proposing a transfor-
mation of the historic cot-
tages into overnight rentals 
and buildings for educational 
research. Under her watch-
ful eye, cottages have been 
faithfully restored and many 
are highly sought-after rent-

als that are booked eight months in advance. Crystal 
Cove has since become one of the most successful 
public-private partnership models in the California 
State Parks system. 

Her obvious love for the community shines through 
in everything she does. She continues to be an advo-
cate for the Park on a local and state level … and if you 
want to hear some of Laura’s historic Cove stories and 
cottage rental tips, she leads a tour on the third Sunday 
of every month. 

As visitors scramble to collect the last of their beach accessories from their cars, a playful horn blast fills the Los Trancos park-
ing lot. You can faintly hear the bellowing laughter of a man behind the wheel of The Beachcomber Café shuttle—that’s Pedro, 
one of three drivers who transport guests from their cars to the Historic District restaurant. The bus drivers are fixtures in the Park, 
and as the first employees to greet visitors, they play an important role at Crystal Cove. Get to know Pedro, Dennis and Tom—and 
make sure you say hello next time you hop aboard the shuttle!

CCA is launching a new 
website on Wednesday, 

Jan. 7! Visit us at 
crystalcovealliance.org 

to check out the exciting 
new features. 


